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“Get the most from your ARRL membership by distributing this newsletter to all your
club members. And as always, I'm here to help you with all your ARRL issues!”
73,

Dudley KM41YQ — ARRL E. TN. ACC
“Helping to preserve the future of Amateur Radio.”

ARRL TN Section/Division/National/International
News

ARRL TN Section News

David Thomas reports, that membership to the ARRL increased in 2023 in Tennessee over
2022 to around 3600 members. Tennessee continues be a leader in membership in our Delta
Division. A big thanks goes out to all the clubs that support and promote membership to the
ARRL. The efforts you put in helps everyone in Amateur Radio have a more enjoyable
experience.

ARRL Audio News
Listen to the latest audio news from ARRL at: February Audio News

Bob Heil, K9EID, - Silent Key

The man who defined the sound of live rock ‘n’ roll music and brought audio engineering
principals into mainstream amateur radio use, Dr. Bob Heil, KOEID, has passed away at the
age of 83. He was an ARRL Life Member and in the ARRL Maxim Society. A Facebook post
from Heil Ham Radio paid tribute to their founder: “Bob fought a valiant, yearlong battle with
cancer, and passed peacefully surrounded by his family.”


https://www.arrl.org/files/file/News/Audio%20News/AAN-2024-02-23.mp3

Heil founded Heil Sound in 1966, through which he created the template for modern concert
sound systems for musicians like the Grateful Dead, The Who, Joe Walsh, and Peter
Frampton. The talk box used on iconic live record Frampton Comes Alive! was of Heil's
design. His audio engineering products have been featured in the Rock & Roll Hall of Fame,
and he was honored in 2007 with the Parnelli Audio Innovator Award for his impact on the live
sound industry. “My life has been about achieving great sound, whether on the concert stage
or in the amateur radio world,” Bob Heil recounted in 2022. “I've watched Heil Sound go from
a regional sound company to a world-class microphone manufacturer. This company has
been my passion,” he said.

Parallel to his commercial and artistic success in live music, was his passion for amateur
radio. He was active in ham radio from a young age and merged his expertise in audio
engineering with his love for radio. Heil Ham Radio was founded to produce microphones,
headsets, and other gear for radio amateurs with an emphasis on high-quality audio.

Heil was known as a mentor who enjoyed helping others find success in ham radio. Recently,
his grandson Charlie Hartley, KFOOOP, became a licensed ham to surprise Heil for his
birthday. The pair attended the ARRL Midwest Convention/Winterfest in St. Louis, Missouri,
on January 27, 2024.

Heil was a generous donor to amateur radio organizations, including ARRL. Recently, he
donated a host of new audio gear to the Hiram Percy Maxim Memorial Station, W1AW.

His generosity and kind nature will be missed by many, including ARRL Director of
Development Kevin Beal, KBEAL. “Bob was a titan in many areas. He was generous with his
time, offered keen insights, and had the heart of a philanthropist in the ARRL Maxim Society,”
Beal said. “He was a gentleman to his core, making friends easily and everywhere he went,
from rock stars to captains of industry. | consider it a real privilege to have become a friend to
him, too, all because of amateur radio.”

Heil was known for his passion for AM operations. He served for many years as an on-
camera host of the Ham Nation podcast. Tributes to Heil have been flooding social media,
including from his co-hosts.

ARRL President Rick Roderick, KSUR, said Heil's passing is a significant loss. "Bob Heil's
technical achievements that brought high-quality audio to amateur radio pale in comparison
to his generosity and willingness to help his fellow ham. He's long been known as someone
eager to help mentor and teach. His legacy on our hobby will be long-lasting. Our thoughts
are with his loved ones."

Affiliated Club Benefits Update

FREE ARRL Membership for Students 21 and Younger.

For decades, ARRL has offered a reduced dues rate for young hams, currently priced at $30
per year. At the recent ARRL Board meeting, the Board established a new option for a no-cost
Associate membership for full-time students of age 21 and younger. At this time, | don't know
when this goes into effect. | will let you know as soon as | find out and the website has been
updated with the new zero cost rate.


https://www.arrl.org/news/heil-ham-radio-donates-equipment-to-w1aw
https://www.arrl.org/news/heil-ham-radio-donates-equipment-to-w1aw
http://www.arrl.org/arrlletter?issue=2024-02-01#toc02
https://www.arrl.org/news/heil-sound-changes-hands

Reintroduction of ARRL Life Membership and 70+ Life Membership.

The ARRL Board voted to reintroduce the ARRL Life Membership and 70+ Life Membership
(for members of age 70 and over) on a revenue-neutral basis. You may recall, at its July 2023
Second Meeting, the Board had suspended the Life Membership Program, pending the
approval of an adjusted revenue-neutral program. At this time, | don't know when this new
program goes into effect. | will let you know as soon as | find out and the website is updated
with the new rates.

Amateur Radio Operators Needed for Help with
Solar Eclipse Project

The Case Amateur Radio Club, W8EDU, the club station at Case Western Reserve University
in Cleveland, Ohio, is asking for amateur radio operators to help with a research project
centered around the April 8, 2024, solar eclipse.

WS8EDU club member Adam Goodman, W7OKE, said the project centers around studying the
effects of the eclipse on propagation to better understand the recombination time of the
ionosphere.

"To do this, we are recruiting North American amateur stations interested in recording the
Canadian time standard station CHU (Canada's WWV) for two weeks surrounding the
eclipse," added Goodman. "Anyone with a KiwiSDR or a rig that can interface with
analysis/recording software such as Fldigi is encouraged to reach out to us to participate."

WBS8EDU club member and project software manager Maris Usis, KESTXG, said that while the
software is simple to use, there is some detailed work involved. "We can help make it easier
and there are good online instructions as well," said Usis.

All of the participation details are on the club's website at https://w8edu.wordpress.com/chu-
eclipse-data-collection/

WS8EDU club faculty advisor David Kazdan, AD8Y, said the research project has received
positive attention from the ARRL Collegiate Amateur Radio Program community, the Ham
Radio Science Citizen Investigation (HamSCI) community, and Case Western Reserve
University's engineering deans. "It is already a truly international effort, and we are
collaborating with more than 20 stations across the continent, from collegiate and high school
stations, to a representative from the Radio Amateurs of Canada, to a station in Mexico," said
Kazdan.

The 2024 solar eclipse will over Mexico, the United States, and Canada. ARRL is a partner
with HamSCl to help promote this opportunity for radio amateurs to participate in an active
science experiment, through the Solar Eclipse QSO Party.


https://www.timeanddate.com/eclipse/map/2024-april-8
https://hamsci.org/
https://www.arrl.org/collegiate-amateur-radio
https://w8edu.wordpress.com/chu-eclipse-data-collection/
https://w8edu.wordpress.com/chu-eclipse-data-collection/
https://sourceforge.net/projects/fldigi/
http://kiwisdr.com/
https://www.facebook.com/W8EDU/

Amateur Radio as Educational Tool Represented to
Policymakers in Washington DC

ARRL and Amateur Radio Digital Communications (ARDC) represented Amateur Radio at a
symposium in Washington on February 1 at which the top domestic spectrum policymakers
from across the federal government considered implementation of the National Spectrum
Strategy (NSS) PDF.

ARRL ensures that Amateur Radio is represented at sessions such as this so that decision-
makers understand amateur radio's roles when spectrum decisions are made, including its
substantial contributions to student interest and education in STEM subjects at schools
throughout the country and its role during emergencies and natural disasters.

In the NSS, released by the White House in November, national policymakers identified some
2,790 megahertz of spectrum to be considered for future commercial needs. No new amateur
spectrum was included, with only the ongoing reallocation studies related to 3.1 - 3.45 GHz
being addressed.

The NSS was prepared for the President by the National Telecommunications Information
Administration (NTIA) in collaboration with the Federal Communications Commission (FCC).
NTIA considered input from Federal Executive Branch agencies that use spectrum as well as
from other spectrum users, including amateur radio operators. As the NSS was being
formulated during 2023, ARRL's Washington Counsel presented information on amateur radio
to the policymakers at an NTIA listening session. This was followed with a written submission
about amateur radio spectrum concerns, and later with a one-on-one meeting with NTIA's
Senior Spectrum Advisor in overall charge of formulating the NSS.

The February symposium followed release of the NSS in November and was in support of
finalizing implementation plans for the strategy that are expected to be announced by the
White House in mid-March.

For the symposium, ARRL Life Member Phil Karn KA9Q, a director and past-president of
ARDC, participated as a panelist and reinforced amateur radio's important national role in
workforce development with personal testimony based on his own career.

Karn's recruitment by Qualcomm in its early days was due directly to his pioneering amateur
radio accomplishments with digital wireless projects that included many firsts. Karn retired
from Qualcomm as Vice President for Technology in 2011. He shared with policymakers the
value of amateur radio to interest and recruit youth into STEM areas and into wireless
specifically. Karn's life experience lent special weight to his remarks about amateur radio's
role in attracting youth to STEM projects.

"I see [amateur radio] - having been involved in it for 52 years now - as fundamental as an
educational system... It is a type of hands-on intuitive learning that is almost impossible to get
any other way," said Karn. Watch the video of the panel on this Youtube Link.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NaaFb6Sh61E&t=21090s
https://www.regulations.gov/comment/NTIA-2023-0003-0141
https://www.regulations.gov/comment/NTIA-2023-0003-0141
https://www.ntia.doc.gov/sites/default/files/publications/national_spectrum_strategy_final.pdf
https://www.ntia.doc.gov/sites/default/files/publications/national_spectrum_strategy_final.pdf

Senators Roger Wicker and Richard Blumenthal
Introduce S.3690 to Eliminate Private Land Use
Restrictions on Amateur Radio

On January 30, 2024, US Senators Roger Wicker (MS) and Richard Blumenthal (CT)
introduced S.3690, the Senate companion bill to H.R.4006, introduced last June. Both bills
reflect the Congressional campaign efforts by ARRL The National Association for Amateur
Radio® to eliminate homeowner association land use restrictions that prohibit, restrict, or
impair the ability of an Amateur Radio Operator to install and operate amateur station
antennas on residential properties they own.

Amateur Radio Operators repeatedly are relied upon to provide essential communications
when disaster strikes, but their ability to do so is being impaired by the exponential growth of
residential private land use restrictions that hinder their ability to establish stations in their
homes with which to train and provide emergency communications when called upon.

In announcing the introduction of S.3690, Senator Wicker said: “Because communication
during natural disasters is often hindered, we should be making every attempt to give folks
more options. Reliable access can make the difference between life and death in an
emergency. Our legislation removes roadblocks for amateur radio operators looking to help
their friends, families, and neighbors.”

In a similar announcement, Senator Blumenthal stated: “Our measure will help clarify the
rules so ham radio enthusiasts can successfully continue their communications. In the face of
emergency or crisis, they help provide vital, life-saving information that allow listeners to
properly and safely respond, but prohibitive home association rules and confusing approval
processes for installing antennas have been an unnecessary impediment. The Amateur
Radio Emergency Preparedness Act resolves these bottlenecks and ensures that radio
operators can function successfully.”

ARRL President Rick Roderick, KSUR, and Director John Robert Stratton, NSAUS, Chair of
the ARRL’s Government Affairs Committee, both extended on behalf of ARRL, its Members,
and the Amateur Radio community their thanks and appreciation for the leadership of Senator
Wicker and Senator Blumenthal in their continuing efforts to support and protect the rights of
all Amateur Radio Operators.


http://www.arrl.org/
http://www.arrl.org/
https://www.arrl.org/news/legislation-to-remove-private-land-use-restrictions-on-amateur-radio-introduced-in-congress
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/senate-bill/3690/text

TN Hamfests/Conventions

It's the beginning of the year and there are still hamfests being organized and reported to
ARRL. Here is a list of TN Hamfests and conventions | have so far. Click on the name to take
you to their website or ARRL details for more information:

03/09/2024 - MTARS Tullahoma Hamfest — Tullahoma, TN.

03/16/2024 - Sevier County 2024 Hamfest — Sevierville, TN.

03/16/2024 - West TN Hamfest and Swapmeet — Trenton, TN.

04/20/2024 - Greeneville TN Hamfest — Greeneville, TN.

04/27/2024 - 1st Annual Short Mountain Repeater Club Hamfest — Murfreesboro, TN.
06/15/2024 - Knoxville Hamfest and Electronics Convention. ARRL Delta Division Convention
— Knoxville, TN.

08/24/2024 - Cedars of Lebanon Hamfest — Lebanon, TN.

Handy ARRL Links

* ARRL Home: www.arrl.org

* ARRL Property/Liability Club and Personal Insurance: https://www.arrlinsurance.com/
* Find help with RF assessments: http://www.arrl.org/rf-exposure

* Find an ARRL Affiliated Club: www.arrl.org/clubs

* Find your ARRL Section: www.arrl.org/sections

* Find a license class in your area: www.arrl.org/class

* Find a license exam in your area: www.arrl.org/exam

* Find a hamfest or convention: Hamfests Calendar

* ARRL Teachers Institute: Teachers Institute

* ARRL Learning Center: Learning Center

East Tennessee Affiliated Club Links

It was brought to my attention that it would be nice to have a list of all the affiliated clubs in
east TN so that everyone would have the ability to know who their neighbors are. This will
provide an easy listing to refer to when a club would like to contact another neighboring club
to join together in a project or special event. The following is a list of all the clubs in the
eastern half (my area) of TN.:

American Legion Amateur Radio Club — Sevierville, TN. https://www.legion.org/hamradio3

Andrew Johnson Amateur Radio Club — Greenville, TN. https://ajarc.org/
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Amateur Radio Club of the University of TN — Knoxville, TN.
https://www.utarc.org/p/home.html

Big South Fork Amateur Radio Club — Huntsville, TN. https://bsfarc.org/

Bristol Amateur Radio Club — Bristol, TN. www.facebook.com/groups/w4udbarc/

Campbell County Amateur Radio Club — Jonesboro, TN. www.CCARCIub.org

Carter County Amateur Radio Association — Elizabethan, TN. http://www.wr4cc.org

Chattanooga Amateur Radio Club — Hixon, TN. https://www.w4am.net/

Cleveland Amateur Radio Club — Cleveland, TN. http://www.carc.cc/

Cumberland Plateur amateur Radio Club — Crossville, TN. http://CPARC.net

Dekalb-Cannon County Amateur Radio Club — Smithville, TN. http://www.dccarc.org

East Tennessee DX Association — Knoxville, TN. http://www.etdxa.org

Hawkins Hancock Amateur Radio Team, Inc. — Rogersville, TN.
https://www.facebook.com/groups/536078334756112/

Johnson City Radio Association, Inc. - Jonesborough, TN. https://jcara.org/wp/

Johnson County Amateur Radio Club — Mountain City, TN. https://www.w4mct.com/

Kingsport Amateur Radio Club — Kingsport, TN. http://w4trc.org

Bays Mountian Radio Club — Kingsport, TN. http://w4trc.org

Lakeway Amateur Radio Club — Talbott, TN. https://www.facebook.com/lakewayamateurradio/

Macon Area Amateur Radio Society — Lafayette, TN. http:/MaconHamRadio.com

Middle East Tennessee Emergency Radio SE — Knoxville, TN. http://www.metersinc.org

Oak Ridge Amateur Radio Club, Inc. - Oak Ridge, TN. http://www.orarc.net

Off-Grid AuxComm Radio Club — Knoxville, TN. https://off-gridauxcommradioclub.com/

Plateau Amateur Radio Club — Monroe, TN. _http://parcltn.com/

Radio Amateur Radio Club of Knoxville — Knoxville, TN. https://www.w4bbb.org/

Rhea County Amateur Radio Club — Dayton, TN. https://www.rheacountyarc.org/home

Roane County Amateur Radio Club — Kingston, TN. http://www.ke4rx.org
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Sevier County Amateur Radio Society — Sevierville, TN. https://seviercountyars.com/

Smoky Mountain Amateur Radio Club — Maryville, TN. https://w4olb.org/about

Tellico Lake Amateur Radio Club — Lenoir City, TN. https://tlarc.org/

Unicoi County Amateur Radio Association — Unicoi, TN. http://www.ucara.org

University Amateur Radio Club — Johnson City, TN. utarc@utk.edu



mailto:utarc@utk.edu
http://www.ucara.org/
https://tlarc.org/
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